Vol. 60  No…  8        Upcoming Events!

August 4 – Stapling session for pamphlets being sent to Africa at 9:00 a.m.  Everyone is invited to join in this work.

August 7– First Sunday Fellowship immediately following morning services.  Bring your favorite foods & join in the fun!  

[image: ]
August 14th, at Stevie & Sheri Arnold’s home, 2:30-7:00, eating about 4:30.  There will be hamburgers & hotdogs.  Bring any sides or desserts that you want, and lawn chairs, towels, etc.  There is a swimming pool for all the kids & small water slide for the littles.  EVERYONE IS INVITED!  Please sign the list on the bulletin board in foyer if your plan to attend.

9) How did the psalm writer plead his innocence before the Lord in these first five verses?
10) How did the psalm writer interpret his defeat by the enemy in verse one of this book?
11) What prayer request introduces the poem in verses one and two of this book?
12) What gave David peace of mind, according to these first two verses of this book?
13) What images did the psalm writer use to describe his longing for God in these verses?
14) What request did the psalm writer open this poem with in this first verse of this book?
15) What words of commitment introduce this psalm in the first two verses of this book?
16) What specific instructions are given about praising the Lord in these verses?
17) What did the psalm writer ask the Lord to do in verse one of this book?
18) How does this psalm foreshadow the resurrection, ascension, rule, and final triumph of Christ in these verses?
19) What imagery is used to describe the psalm writer’s situation in these verses?
20) What is the theme of this prayer, according to the first five verses of this book?
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Blake Ballard
9986 FM 1502
Blossom, TX 75416

We’re so proud of Blake & his decision to be baptized!
Scripture Reading Plan for August 2022
August 1 Psalm 51,51,52
August 2 Psalm 51, 52, 53
August 3 Psalm 52, 53, 54
August 4 Psalm 53, 54, 55
August 5 Psalm 54, 55, 56
August 6 Psalm 55, 56, 57
August 7 Psalm 56, 57, 58
August 8 Psalm 57, 58, 59
August 9 Psalm 58, 59, 60
August 10 Psalm 59, 60, 61
August 12 Psalm 60, 61, 62
August 13 Psalm 61, 62, 63
August 14 Psalm 62, 63, 64
August 15 Psalm 63, 64, 65
August 16 Psalm 64, 65, 66
August 17 Psalm 65, 66, 67
August 19 Psalm 66, 67, 68
August 20 Psalm 67, 68, 69
August 21 Psalm 68, 69, 70
August 22 Psalm 69, 70, 71
August 23 Psalm 70, 71, 72
August 24 Psalm 71, 72, 73
August 26 Psalm 72, 73, 74
August 27 Psalm 73, 74, 75
August 28 Psalm 74, 75, 75
Questions:
1) Why was the psalm writer able to ask for forgiveness from God in verse one?
2) How did the psalm writer describe the wicked in verses one through four of this book?
3) What do the foolish say about God in the first verse of this book?
4) What request introduces the theme of this poem in this first verse of this book?
5) What initial appeal to the Lord introduces this poem in these first three verses?
6) What motivated David to write this poem in the first two verses of this book?
7) How did David deal with the challenge he faced, according to verse one of this book?
8) What rhetorical questions did David pose in this first verse of this book?

August 2022

	Sunday Morning
	7
	14
	21
	28
	

	Scripture
	SEE
	NOLAN
	BUTLER !
	
	

	Read by
	Joey Allen
	Joe Carpenter
	Dale Henry
	Robert Killough
	

	Opening Prayer
	Rick Zant
	Michael Fry
	Bobby Graves
	Rick Zant
	

	Song Leader
	Jonas Butler
	Bobby Graves
	Kerry Dykes
	Mike Whitten
	

	Announcements
	Rick Zant
	Michael Fry
	Bobby Graves
	Rick Zant
	

	Lord’s Supper
	Bradley Cochran

	
	Eddie Elmore

	
	Eli Grose

	
	Craig Zant

	
	Tim Parks

	
	Michael Fry

	Closing Prayer
	Kerry Dykes
	Mike Crews
	Billy Fergurson
	Baran Killough
	

	Usher
	Wylie Dykes

	Communion Preparation
	Bobby & Judy Graves

	Sound Board
	Sheri Arnold

	Sunday Evening
	7
	14
	21
	28
	

	Opening Prayer
	James Weems
	Paul Payne
	Joe Carpenter
	Charlie Hodgkiss
	

	Closing Prayer
	Joe Carpenter
	Ken Robbins
	Stephen Arnold
	Craig Zant
	

	

	Wednesday
	3
	10
	17
	24
	31

	Devotional
	Guest Speaker
	Guest Speaker
	Charlie Hodgkiss
	Paul Payne
	Rick Zant

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Week of
	7
	14
	21
	28
	

	Bus Driver
	Tim Parks
	James Weems
	Ashley Grose
	Sheri Arnold
	



Please remember these in your prayers:  Cristy Brazeal, our brethren in Mexico, teachers & students returning to school, Betty Eudy, Travis Palmer, Martha Fox, Barbara Taylor, Sue Denton, Lynda Zant, Dennis & Kristi Hodgkiss (Charlie & Judy Hodgkiss’ brother & sister-in-law), Ophelia Payne.
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August Birthdays
8 – Travis Ball
9 – Betty Eudy
11 – Jill Hodgkiss
12 – Cindy Dykes
13 – Chance Booker
17 – Baran Killough
18 – Ryan Pickering
19 – Charlott Pickering
21 – Alyssa Parks
22 – Jay Dykes
24 – David Brown
25 – Jason Brown
25 – Pam Fry
27 – Janice Cochran

August Anniversaries
8 – Mark & Tawana Stewart
24 – Nick & Sally Becerra
24 – James & Cassi Weems
27 – Brad & Janice Cochran
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Sunday 		                                   Bible Study                                           9:00 am
Worship	                                 10:00 am                
Worship	                                   1:00 pm 
KPLT Radio Program 96.3 FM             9:00 am      
           
Wednesday              
 Bible Study	                                  6:00 pm               

Elders                Michael Fry	   903-732-5182
             Bobby Graves      903-517-1669
                          Rick Zant             903-785-2381 
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Do Not Harden Your Heart

The Bible is full of examples, both good and bad. The New Testament writers were inspired to use those examples for our learning (Rom. 15:4). There is a section of Scripture in Hebrews chapter three that highlights an attitude that would keep us out of heaven.

“Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God” (Heb. 3:12). The writer of Hebrews uses the examples of the children of Israel wondering in the desert as an example of what it means to fall away from God. There were three things mentioned that they did. They hardened their hearts, they went astray in their hearts, and they didn’t know God’s ways (3:8, 10). These are not hard to find in the people of today. Even in Jesus’ day people had the same problem. Quoting from Isaiah He said, “For the heart of this people has become dull, with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes, otherwise they would see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and I would heal them” (Matt. 13:15). It is clear that this is a human problem. From the beginning, people have struggled with this. The writer of Hebrews shares with us how this hardening happens—“you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin” (3:13b).

The reason why this is a human condition is because sin is a problem we all have to face. Choosing to follow and believe in God is not because there is a lack of evidence. Those that spoke directly with God and saw His wonderous works didn’t always obey.  Those in the wilderness believed that God existed, that He was a real entity. However, they did not obey. Belief alone is not enough to get us into heaven. Every time we choose sin over obedience, we have hardened our hearts a little more toward God. “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins” (Heb. 10:26). You can harden your heart to the point that you would never return to the sacrifice for you sins.

What can we do to keep our hearts from hardening? Stay away from sin as much as possible. “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12b). We also have this encouragement, “But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today,’ so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end” (Heb. 3:13-14). There is a sense in that we need to help one another not get to the point of having a hardened heart toward God. In doing so we “hold down” or “seize onto,” as this word suggests, the assurance we had at the beginning of our faith in God.                            					      –Josh Blackmer
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