Vol. 58  No…  9        Upcoming Events!

September 26 – Ladies’ Day at Howe church of Christ.  Registration at 9:00 a.m.  Lunch will not be served.
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Please remember these in your prayers:  our brethren in Mexico, Brenda Rodgers, Micah, Jennifer, Ava & Max Fry, Breanna Hargis (Connie Ball’s granddaughter), Ann Mann, Donna Perry, Kara Kelley (Eddie & Renee Elmore’s daughter), students & teachers, John Harris & Kimberly Harris (Dene Cochran’s grandson & daughter), Jean Perry, Donald & Becky Brown, R.L. Clark (former minister at Tudor St. church of Christ), Betty Eudy, Hunter Grose, Alan Parker, Charles Wilkerson (Cindy McGee’s father), Connie Ball, Kristi Hodgkiss (Charlie & Judy Hodgkiss’ sister-in-law), Cory Allen (Jim & Wanda Montgomery’s grandson), Jr. Moore (Ramey Moore’s father).
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To Barbara Campbell on the loss of her sister, Wanda Bonnette, to the family of Gus Fry & to Hazel Motley on the loss of her mother-in-law, Nadine Motley.
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Blake Ballard was selected as “Student of the Month” at Prairiland High School!
Scripture Reading Plan for September 2020

September 1

Exodus 1, 1, 2 

September 2

Exodus 1, 2, 3

September 3

Exodus 2, 3, 4

September 4

Exodus 3, 4, 5

September 5

Exodus 4, 5, 6

September 6

Exodus 5, 6, 7

September 7

Exodus 6, 7, 8

September 8

Exodus 7, 8, 9

September 9

Exodus 8, 9, 10

September 10

Exodus 9, 10, 11

September 11

Exodus 10, 11, 12

September 13

Exodus 11, 12, 13

September 14

Exodus 12, 13, 14

September 15

Exodus 13, 14, 15

September 16

Exodus 14, 15, 16

September 17

Exodus 15, 16, 17

September 19

Exodus 16, 17, 18

September 20

Exodus 17, 18, 19

September 21

Exodus 18, 19, 20

September 22

Exodus 19, 20, 20

Questions:
1. Who were Shiphrah and Puah?

2. Who was Moses’ wife?

3. Where was God going to take his people when he rescued them?

4. What had the Lord told Moses about returning to Egypt?

5. Who was beaten because they had not met their quotas?

6. Which sons of Aaron’s took a daughter of Putiel for a wife?

7. What happened when Aaron threw his staff before Pharaoh?

8. What happened after the flies were gone?

9. Where did it not hail?

10. Who does Pharaoh say he has sinned against?

11. Why did Pharaoh harden his heart and refuse to listen to Moses?

12. What were the Passover regulations?

13. What did consecration of the firstborn mean?

14. Where did the Lord tell Moses to camp?

15. Who is recorded as singing a song in chapter 15 verse1?

16. Where is the Desert of Sin, according to chapter sixteen verse one?

17. Where did the people camp and could find no water?

18. Who heard of what Cod had done for Moses and Israel?

19. How long did it take the Israelites to get to the Desert of Sinai?

20. Who could not work on the Sabbath?

“I Just Feel”
By David Sproule

Feelings are wonderful things.  They are able to get down inside of us and touch us in ways that we cannot explain.  Falling in love involves your feelings.  Witnessing the birth of your child involves your feelings.  Cheering your favorite team to victory involves your feelings.  Feelings can be good, and feelings can be bad.  What we like most is when our feelings make us “feel good.”

The trouble with our feelings is (or, at least, one major trouble with our feelings is) that they cannot be trusted as a reliable authority.  How often have feelings for a person led someone in the wrong direction?  How often have feelings for a stock or investment led someone in the wrong direction?  Feelings are wonderful, but they cannot be used as our authoritative guide toward truth and pleasing God.

Don’t misunderstand.  While some have tried to divorce feelings from Christianity, such would be a catastrophic mistake.  Our feelings (or call it, “emotions”) are involved in our worship—we must worship “in spirit” (John 4:24).  Our feelings are involved in our salvation—the removal of sins brings “rejoicing” (Acts 8:39).  Our feelings are involved in our study of God’s Word—it is “sweet” to the soul (Psa. 119:103).  But, feelings are not a trusted guide in these arenas.

Can you hear Nadab and Abihu saying, when they learned that their efforts to worship God were not acceptable to Him, “But, we just feel in our hearts that this is the way that God wanted us to worship Him!”?  Could their feelings have superseded the divine will regarding acceptable worship?  Of course not!  They were punished, regardless of their feelings.

Can you hear Agrippa saying, when he was pressed by Paul to obey the gospel, “But, I just feel in my heart that I’m ok.  I believe in God.  I believe His word.  I just don’t feel that becoming a Christian is necessary for me”?  Could his feelings have overridden the divine will regarding God’s plan of salvation?  Of course not!  He left Paul and turned his back on God’s salvation.

Can you hear the Pharisees saying, when Jesus told them that they rejected the commandment of God by holding to their traditions, “But, we feel in our hearts that the way we’ve always done things has been good enough for us, and so many lives have been changed for the better”?  Could their feelings have overruled the divine will for their lives?  Of course not!  They would be uprooted by God for causing others to fall into the ditch.

To let our feelings dictate what we believe and what we consider truth is dangerous in any field of life, but most especially when it comes to our souls!  Brethren, let us “buy the truth,” and “not sell it” out to our feelings (Prov. 23:23)!
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September Birthdays
2 – Phyllis Hagler
5 – Amy Ball

5 – Amelia Butler

5 – Patti Ballard

7 – Val Spiller

10 – Chuck Skeen

10 – Nick Becerra

11 – Carolyn Ballard

14 – Cody Dykes
15 – Cristy Brazeal

16 – Max Ballard

17 – Tristion Gandy

18 – Tuff Brazeal
18 – Jane Henry
18 – Laura Killough
20 – Ophelia Payne

23 – Jessica Perry
24 – Bonnie Keys

26 – Mary Huff

30 – Dale Henry

September Anniversaries

5 – Thomas & Jean McGee
6 – David & Phyllis Hagler

7 – Mark & Bailee Boswell
13 – Kenneth & Inelda Proctor
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Do We Need God to be Moral?

By Josh Blackmer

In 2019, the Pew Research Center (PRC) questioned 38,426 people in 34 countries. One of the goals was to find the connection between God and morality. The basic question is this: Can a person be morally good and not believe in God? Globally, the response was that 51% don’t believe the relationship with God is necessary to have good morals.  However, from country to country it varied greatly. For example, in Sweden, 90% don’t think that belief in God is connected with morality. Yet, in Kenya, 95% believe good morals are connected to belief in God. In the U.S., 54% believe you can be good without God. The study shows that those in developing nations have a higher esteem of God and the importance of religion. Countries with greater wealth are less likely to put an emphasis on either. No surprise there.  What do you think, reader? Is belief in God necessary in order to be moral and have good values?

To answer this, we need to define terms. In this study by PRC, “moral” and “good” were not given a standard or definition. Those are very vague terms without a context. Some believe that good might be determined by Natural Law. “Natural law holds, essentially, that there is a fundamental moral law or moral source of law above man, the basic precepts of which are reasonably knowable” (Murray, “Natural Law and Legal Positivism in the Nuremberg Trials”). A good and virtuous German of the Nazi party in the 1940s was very different from the majority of the world. During the Nuremburg Trials, it was stated that what the Nazi party did was against Natural Law. Others might believe that law establishes morality. However, there are things you can legally do in the United States today that were socially and legally prohibited in the 1950s and 60s. Law is not an objective moral code. “Law tries to create a basic, enforceable standard of behavior necessary in order for a community to succeed and in which all people are treated equally” (Ethics.org.au, “Ethics, Morality, and Law—What’s the Difference?”). Others might believe that a moral code is set up by socially accepted practices in a group, much like tribal laws found in isolated indigenous groups. Incidentally, our society was founded on Biblical principles, but that has been changing for a while.
Here is the crux of the matter. If we are trying to be good by our own standard of good, then we don’t need God. The result of that line of thought is that there is no objective moral code. Every man will do what is right in his own eyes (Judg. 17:6). But, if you believe in God and that He created all things, then you must recognize that He is the origin of all order, which includes morality. “It is not in man who walks, to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). God is the origin of all that is right and good. Society or accepted practice is not.[image: image5][image: image6][image: image7]
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